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At the end of the fall semester, a Robotics Team 
at NAHS was formed to compete in the 

FIRST 2003 Robotics Competition. 
According to information on their 
website, “The FIRST Robotics 
Competition is an exciting, multi-
national competition that teams 

professionals and young people to 
solve an engineering design problem in 

an intense and competitive way. The pro-
gram is a life-changing, career-molding experi-

ence—and a lot of fun.” This competition required the students to build  a functioning robot 
from a box of parts without any instructions with a six week deadline.  The robot had to per-
form specifi c tasks and compete in a robotic competition. This year’s competition was called 
the Stack Attack (for further information go online to  www.usfi rst.org). 

Twelve North Atlanta High School students accepted this challenge and produced a small 
robot capable of doing wheelies and lifting plastic storage containers. It was entered in the 
Atlanta Peachtree Regional Competition held  at the Gwinnett Civic Center on March 27-29, 
2003. 

Robotics Team (Tech Warriors): Rachael Berry, Chengran Chai, Apollo Clark, LaVette 
Clifton, Corey Collier, Terrell Grayson, Alex Jackson, Darnell Long, Sam McGowan, 
Angel Najera, Georg Parma, Oliver Spurgeon  Faculty Sponsor: Vinton Wolfe Consulting 
Engineer: Tom McGowan Sponsors: National Society of Black Engineers, Georgia Tech’s 
Women In Engineering, Turning Sky Media, TMTS Associates, Inc.

                       

Robotic Warriors 
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Sincere thanks to the following professionals who have shared their 
expertise with our International Studies classes.
Mr. Gene Hanratty Oct 17 China & Hong Kong Relationship
Mr. Eric Haney Oct 23 World Terrorism
Mr. Terry Driscoll Oct 30 Entrepreneurship
Mr. David Little Nov 6 Stock Market
Mr. Bashir Mihoubi Nov 7 The Value of Foreign Languages
Ms. Ruth 
Blackstock Nov 20 North Atlantic Fair Trade Agreement/Poultry 

Industry 
Ms. Lynn McKinney Nov 21 Business Culture in South Africa 
Mr. David Little Dec 5 Stock Market 
Dr. Joseph Lowery Feb 4 Civil Rights 
Donald 
Ratajczak,PhD Feb 12 Economics

Mr. Dave Kelly Feb 14 Venture Capital Industry
Dr. Conrad Ingram Feb 20 Chemistry Applications & Careers 
Mr. Matthew Hill Feb 21 Religions in the Middle East 
Ms. Toni Nue Mar 28 International Business in Eastern Europe
Mr. Terry Driscoll Mar 28 Entrepreneurship 
Ms. Tammy 
Liluashvili Mar 31 Culture of Eastern European Students 

Dr. Donald Ratajczak with Economics Teacher Jill Stewart 
and IB Economics student, Tiffany Hatch.

2002-2003 International Studies Speakers Bureau 

The IS Speakers Bureau coordinator is Sherry Maloney: 404-250-1451; Sherryamaloney@aol.com 
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Ismail Akbar Indiana

Ashenafi Arega University of Georgia

Liz Baghdadi Tulane & UGA

Besim Berkolli GA Tech, NC State, & Grand Valley State (MI)

Arlease Brady University of Florida & Georgia State

Elizabeth Brown Old Miss

Jenna Campbell Samford University & UGA

Chengran Chai Georgia Tech

Elizabeth Cochran UC San Diego, UC Berkeley, UC Santa Barbara, U of Santa Clara, USC

Lara Cornett Georgia State

Jeanne Daniel University of Georgia

Matthew Dawkins US Military Academy at West Point & GA Southern

Albert D’Heurle Georgia Tech

Pete Driscol University of Colorado

Mitchell Dukes Western Carolina University

Amy Ellis University of Georgia

Jessie Ford Tufts, U of Chicago, Middlebury, Trinity & Brown

Macey Fortney University of Miami 

Jeremy Fuller Duke, Washington (St. Louis), Howard

Rob Gignilliat University of Georgia

Meredith Gonsahn Emory, Duke, Amherst & Univ. of Rochester

Ronnie Gosselin Furman, Davidson, Wellesley, & Boston College

Daniel Hardy Emory, George Washington U, Univ. of Florida, Trinity, & Loyola 

Will Holland University of Michigan, UGA, Tufts, Reed, & Emory

Brandon Johnson Georgia Tech & Duke

Nicole Johnson Emory, Dillard University, & Xavier University

Michael Kelly Georgia Tech

Steven Lawrence FSU, Stetson, University of Columbus (GA), & Loyola

Miya Lewis Tuskegee University & Wesleyan College

Jarrett Llewellyn UGA, University of Colorado, & College of Charleston

Ashley Logsdon Emory, UGA, & University of the South

Alex Maas University of Florida, UGA, & Florida State

Kelly McCarty UGA, Loyola University, & Appalachian State 

Alena McCord-Estes Florida A&M University &  Xavier University

Kristina Murray Clemson

Alli O’Callaghan University of Arizona & UGA

Jason Pitts Morehouse

Lauren Quinn GA Tech, Tulane, & College of Charleston, 

Evin Stennett Culinary Inst. of America, UNLV, & Johnson and Wales

LaKeya Stinchcomb UGA & Stevens

Amber Suitt Spellman & Emory

Caitlin vonHedemann Georgia Tech

Davis Weitz Emory, Tulane, & UGA

Cameron Wolfe West Georgia

Christine Woods Penn State

College Acceptances Highest Academic Honors 
Class of 2003

Jessie Ford and Ronnie 
Gosselin have been named as 
Co-Valedictorians. Chengran 
Chai has been named as 
Salutatorian and Star Student. 

National Achievement 
Scholars

Six APS seniors were selected 
as semifi nalists for the 
2003 National Achievement 
Scholardship program for 
African-American students. 
NAHS had 2 seniors in this 
group: William Daniel 
Hardy and Tamena Wilson-
Williams.

Andover Dartmouth Math 
Competition
This APS wide competition involves 
3 days of team and individual rounds 
scheduled throughout the school year. 
We were represented by three teams, 
of four students each, competing at 
different levels, based on the courses 
they are currently taking at NAHS. 
Our Novice team placed Third in 
their division, our Junior team placed 
Second, and our Senior team placed 
First. Our senior team was led by 
Michael Kelly who placed fi rst in the 
individual competition.
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Back row: Daniel Orrison, Coach 

Richardson, and James Baker Front 

row: Leo Efstathiou and Ari Gordin

2002-2003 Wrestling Tournament

The area 5-AAAA tournament was held on February 21st and 
22nd in Rome. Daniel Orrison finished 2nd in the 171 weight 
class and Ari Gordin finished 4th in the 130 weight class.

Jonathan Curren/Staff  Northside Neighbor

N o r t h  A t l a n t a ’ s  A n g e l  N a j e r a  

g e t s  s e t  t o  c h i p  t h e  b a l l .  

North Atlanta defeated 
South Atlanta 5-1 on 
Thursday to clinch 
second place in 5-AAAA. 
Five different players 
scored for the Warriors, 
including the fi rst 
goals of the season for 
Souren Vardanyants, 
Bruno Brunsky and 

Rob Gignilliat. Angel 
Najera scored his tenth 
goal of the season and 
Miguel Vallecillos 
added his second. The 
team will resume play 
after Spring Break and 
will face Decatur on 
April 15th.

Coach Todd Massar 

North Atlanta soccer team secures 2nd 
place in Region 5-AAAA

Gir l s  Socce r  Team

Baseball team wins 
APS Pre-season 
Tournament

On March 29, our 
Warriors defeated 
Mays, 6-5, to win 
the Atlanta Public 
Schools  preseason 
t o u r n a m e n t 
championship.

Spr ing  SportsSpr ing  Sports
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Teacher Of The Year
Michael Maze

My name is Michael S. Maze and I’m a native of New Orleans, 
LA. Upon completion of high school, I entered Southern 
University, where I obtained a Bachelors of Science degree in 
Business Administration with minor in Economics (graduated 
in 1993). Upon completion of my undergraduate studies, 
I enrolled in a post-baccalaureate program in Secondary 
Business Education, which gave me a minor in education, 
as well. (completed program in 1994) Then, I was accepted 
on full academic scholarship to the University of Northern 
Iowa, where I obtained a Masters of Arts in Education with an 
emphasis in Secondary Principalship. (1995) In 2000, I enrolled 
at the University of Sarasota, where I obtained a Specialist in 
Education (Ed.S.).

Believing that all children can learn, I try to 
accommodate all students and their individual learning styles. I 
teach everyday, whether it is curriculum or character education. 
Thus, lessons are created and modifi ed to gain the maximum 
potential of every student. I simply demand excellence of my 
students. Just as I place high demands on myself, I expect all 
my students to perform at or above their maximum potential. I 
instill in them that there is no failure in my class. My students 
must try and this expectation is not negotiable! In addition, 
I believe that my classroom must be conducive to learning. 
Therefore, I encourage my students to believe that they are 
the best regardless of their appearance, socio-economic status, 
and sexual orientation. We all must respect diversity and 
the willingness for others to gain an appropriate education. 
Regardless of the content, I reinforce lessons until everyone has 
grasped the concept. Hopefully, this will eliminate all anxiety 
and fears and encourage my students to have faith. For if they 
posses enough faith to believe they can be a success; they will 
soar to great heights.

LITERATURE

AP Rising Seniors  

Mythology -Edith Hamilton

Dracula -Bram Stoker

God Bless You, Mr. Rosewater -Kurt 
Vonnegut

IB Rising Seniors  

Zorba The Greek -Kazantzakis

One Hundred Years Of Solitude -
Gabriel Garcia-Marquez

Nervous Conditions -Tsitsi 
Dangarembga

British and World Literature 
Rising Seniors 
Bless Me, Ultima - Anaya

AP Rising Juniors
The Sun Also Rises - Hemingway

The Glass Menagerie -Williams

IB Rising Juniors 

The Heart Is A Lonely Hunter -
McCullers

Native Son - Richard Wright

American Literature 
Rising Juniors

The Sun Also Rises -Hemingway 
(Required)

HISTORY 

Rising Seniors  

American History (Yeargin)

Caribbean - James Michener

Mexico - James Michener

Penguin History of Latin America 
Edwin Williamson

Rising Juniors 
US History  (Clark)

What Social Classes Owe To Each 
Other - William Graham Sumner

Democracy in America - Alexis 
DeToqueville.

SUMMER READING LIST 2003

These books will be available during our April 28 book 
fair. There will be a second book fair where we will again 
offer these books and the books for rising freshmen and 
sophomores.

The following books are the required reading for the rising 
11th and 12th graders. Students should check with their 
teachers to get their complete list. 



Ella Sanders
Holly Kelly, Jan Willadsen, Judy Bozarth

Dr. Douglas Frutiger and Charlotte Holland
Jane Pelosi/Ella Sanders

The NAHS Newsletter seeks to inform current and potential
NAHS parents, students, teachers and the community-at-large
about the school’s programs, academic achievements, clubs and
extracurricular activities to promote a sense of unity and com-
munity involvement.

All news articles are due in the PTSA Newsletter mailbox
in the School office by 3:30 pm of the specified date, and are
subject to editing for space, clarity and consistency. With each
submission, please include your name and phone number for any
clarification needed, with the basic information of who, what,
when, where and why. The NAHS Newsletter focuses on the
achievements of NAHS students, faculty and staff, including
academic and extracurricular activities.

Vickie Johnson
404-239-9695; vickielj@hotmail.com

Nancy Grove
404-233-8601; nwhalengrove@hotmail.com

Roy Patterson
404-691-8350; pattersondr@aol.com

Jan Willadsen
404-233-2738; jwilladsen@mindspring.com

Yvonne Hogg
404-252-4974; yvonne.hogg.bkea@statefarm.com

Sharon Suitt: 770-969-1775; sbsuitt@cs.com
Ravis Fortenberry: 770-409-1100; rsfberry@bellsouth.net

Girls Softball Team  2002-03

CALENDAR

April
7-11            SPRING HOLIDAYS

12 ACT

14 Baseball vs. South Atlanta, 4pm

14 Orchestra Boosters Meeting, 7pm

15 PTSA meeting:  Elections, Driver  
 Education, & Identity Theft  
 information

16 NAPPS @ Garden Hills, noon 

16 Local School Council Nomination  
 Committee Meeting, 5:30, Media  
 Center

17 Girls Varsity Soccer vs. Holy  
 Innocents, 5pm

17 Boys Soccer APS Championship vs.  
 Grady @ Grady, 6:30pm

18 Baseball vs. Westlake, 4pm

19 Junior - Senior Prom

21 Boys Varsity Soccer vs. Tucker, 5: 
 30pm

21 Baseball vs. Clarkston, 4pm

21 APSYO Concert @ 7:30pm

23 CINS Legislative Meeting, at Inman  
 MS, 7pm

24 Atlanta Council PTA’s Refl ections  
 Awards Presentation

24 Fall & Winter Sports Banquet,  
 Lecture Hall, 7pm

25 Baseball vs. Stone Mountain, 4pm

26 Job Fair, 9am - 1pm 

27 Georgia PTA’s Refl ections Awards  
 Presentation,  1 - 5:30pm

28 Book Fair

28 Honors Assembly

28 Top 10% Banquet

29 Orchestra & Hand Bells Concert, Shaw  
 Theater, 7pm

30 Piano Concert, 7pm

May 

1 Piano Concert, 7pm

2 IB English testing

3 SAT @ NAHS

5 - 9 IB Testing

6 - 9 AP Testing

6-9 RVI Leadership conference

8 Dance Performance, Shaw Theater,  
 7pm

9 Jazz Band Concert, Shaw Theater,  7pm

12 - 15 AP Testing

12 - 15 IB Testing

15 Band concert, NAHS Courtyard, 7pm

18 Visions of the Future, 9am

21 - 23 Final Exams

23 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 


